WELCOME TO CHICAGO HOME OF THE WORLD SERIES CHAMPION CHICAGO CUBS
We know we should start talking about the wonderful art, architecture,
history and beauty of Chicago that awaits you when you attend the
2017 Annual Meeting from May 24-27, 2017 (not to mention the
fabulous weather), but we can’t seem to get our minds off the Cubs! A
heart-wrenching Game 7 win for a city whose north side has waited
108 years to gloat, or, at least, rejoice! And guess what? You too can
relive the NLDS by kicking off the meeting at a Wednesday night
game at Wrigley Field against the San Francisco Giants. As previously advised, we have secured
access to group tickets for the game on May 24, and tickets are going fast. To check out availability,
contact John Stout at johnstout@johnstout.ca.
The Academy has held its Annual Meeting in Chicago many times for good reason. It is easily
accessible by non-stop flight to either Midway or O’Hare from most major U.S. and Canadian cities.
Transportation from either airport to the Fairmont downtown is readily available by train (CTA) or
taxi. And we all know what a wonderful hotel the Fairmont is, with its great location on the river, and
classic comforts and amenities. If you are not already a member of the Fairmont President’s Club, we
suggest you enroll for free at https://www.fairmont.com/fpc/. Amedeo Greco has graciously agreed to
put together a list of the benefits of membership and other cost-saving tips for places located in the area
around the hotel. Barry Simon will provide information for getting around Chicago and events during
the meeting.
Plan to come to Chicago early. There is so
much to do and see. Our location next to
Millennium Park, makes the Art Institute, Grant
Park, Navy Pier, Chicago Riverwalk,
walking/shopping on Michigan Avenue, and
taking a fabulous river cruise given by the
Chicago Architecture Foundation (CAF) easily
accessible. The CAF river cruise is one of the
highest rated points of interest and a must visit
in Chicago (/www.architecture.org/experience-caf/tours/detail/chicago-architecture-foundation-rivercruise-aboard-chicagos-first-lady-cruises/).We have arranged to get meeting registrants a coupon for
$10 off the purchase price of each ticket between Monday and Thursday (not including the weekend).
Worth a revisit if you have already done the cruise, as the landscape is ever-changing. While
neighborhood local comedy and theater abound (Second City, Steppenwolf, Royal George, Apollo),
Hamilton will still be playing at the PrivateBank Theater, which is also within walking distance from
the Fairmont. We understand that you can get tickets, if you are willing to pay the price! If you check
out http://www.hamiltonchicago.org/, and click on Buy Tickets, it will send you to a resale site for
availability.

Of course, Chicago offers lots of good food as well as great sites. Everyone who
registers for the meeting will receive an invitation to the President’s dinner, firstcome first-served, until the room capacity is filled. Apropos of continuing the
Cubs victory celebration, the venue for this Tuesday night (May 23) dinner is the
original Harry Caray’s on Kinzie, a short walk from the hotel. Who can forget
Harry’s rendition of ‘Take Me Out to the Ballgame’ during the 7th inning stretch
at Wrigley during his last years as sportscaster for the Cubs. Bill Murray’s Daffy
Duck rendition during the World Series did not do him justice!
Jackie Zimmerman and Steve Bierig have agreed to continue the great tradition
of organizing the Dine Around, which will take place on Thursday night. The
selection and sign up for restaurants will be available, along with all other meeting materials, on the
Academy website (www.naarb.org). There will be some great choices, and we encourage new members
to participate as a way to get to know your colleagues in a less formal setting, and have a great meal.
For those of you planning your own dinners, Rocky Perkovich’s Chicago Restaurant Guide, updated by
Barry Simon, as well as Barry’s insight into How to Eat Like A Chicagoan, will appear on the website
and be available in your registration packet. What a great way to explore one of Chicago’s many
neighborhoods - through its food!!!!
This year, our Friday night dinner entertainment will feature a special treat before dancing to the tunes
we love played by a DJ from Bizar Entertainment. Our group will participate in a customized
performance by Mentalist Jason Suran, who comes to us from NYC. Check him out at
www.jasonsuran.com. Fred Dichter will again be organizing a group to attend the Saturday night (May
27) performance of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, with a program that includes Gershwin’s Piano
Concerto in F and Dvorak’s Symphony No. 6.
So much to do, so little time! (Not to mention the great program being offered by Liz Neumeier’s
program committee). So plan to come early and/or stay late. Chicago is lovely in May! If you have any
questions about the city or want additional information, visit www.choosechicago.com or feel free to
contact Margo Newman at mnewmanarb@naarb.org. Looking forward to seeing you all in Chicago in
the Spring!
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T e n n i s A n y o n e?
Thursday, May 25, 2016

4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. (which allows plenty of time to attend
the Dine-Around)

Just a few blocks walk from the hotel at Maggie Daley Park.
Anyone interested, please contact Linda Byars via e-mail at:
lindabyars@byarsandbyars.com.

2017 ANNUAL MEETING – SYMPHONY
-- SATURDAY, MAY 27, 2017, 8:00 P.M. -Gershwin Piano Concerto & Dvořák Symphony No. 6
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
8:00 p.m.
Saturday, May 27, 2017
Turina, Gershwin, Dvořák
PROGRAM
Turina Danzas fantásticas
Gershwin Piano Concerto in F
Dvořák Symphony No. 6
PERFORMERS
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Jesús López-Cobos
conductor
Inon Barnatan
Piano
For more information please visit: http://cso.org/calendar/index.aspx#sthash.dLe7tmtG.dpuf

Yes, I would like _________ Tickets to the Symphony @ $66 per ticket
Name __________________________

Name(s) of guest(s)____________________________

Total: $
Reservations will be taken on a first come, first serve basis. Maximum of 35 tickets.
If minimum ticket sales are not met all paid ticket(s) will be refunded.
Form of Payment:

□Check

□American Express

□Visa

□MasterCard

□Discover

Name on Card:
Credit Card Number:
Expiration Date:

CVV Number:

Billing Address:
Authorized Signature:
Please Note: All amounts are processed in U.S. Dollars

Please mail or fax this form with your payment, in U.S. Funds, to: NAA Operations Center, 1 North
Main St, Suite 412, Cortland, NY 13045, Fax: 607-756-8365.

CHICAGO 101
A guide for visitors
Chicago is one of the easiest cities to navigate, thanks to a grid system of street numbering. The most
important thing to remember is that the Lake is east. After that, everything is easy. State Street,
which runs north and south, divides the city into east and west, while Madison Street, which runs
east and west, divides the city into north and south. The Fairmont Hotel, for instance, is 200 North
and 300 East. Knowing that, you can fairly accurately determine the distance to anywhere in the city
by knowing that each 100 is 1/8th of a mile. Once you go south of the downtown area, the east-west
streets are numbered, so 35th St. (where the White Sox call home) is 3500 South, or nearly 4-1/2
miles south of Madison St. A bit of trivia: Wacker Drive, which follows the Chicago River, has
north, south, east and west addresses.
SHOPPING
Michigan Avenue, from the Chicago River north to Oak Street, is known as the “Magnificent Mile.”
Visit www.themagnificentmile.com for complete information. In addition to shops from some of the
world’s top designers, you will also find some great vertical shopping malls at The Shops at North
Bridge (Nordstrom), 900 North (Bloomingdales) and Water Tower Place (Macy’s). When you get
up to Oak Street, turn left to shop some great boutiques. When you tire of shopping, do afternoon
tea at the Drake Hotel at Michigan and Oak.
To see the classic Chicago department store, go to Macy’s at 111 N. State St. Before it became
Macy’s, it was the flagship store of Marshall Field & Co. Go inside to see the 6,000 sq ft Tiffany
Dome, the largest glass mosaic of its kind. More trivia: When Harry Selfridge left Chicago after
working for 25 years at Marshall Field, he hired Daniel Burnham, who designed the Chicago store,
to build his new department store on Oxford Street in London to look like the State Street store.
Have a meal or a glass of wine in the 7th floor Walnut Room.
Check for discounts for out-of-town visitors. Go to www.visitmacysusa.com for a voucher for 10%
off. The concierge at The Shops at North Bridge sometimes has coupon books if you show a room
key.
THEATER
While it may not be Broadway or the West End, Chicago is noted for its theater. If you are in town
by May 21, Steppenwolf Theatre (1650 N. Halsted, www.steppenwolf.org) is presenting the world
premiere of Linda Vista, written by Tracy Letts, the Tony and Pulitzer Prize winning playwright of
August, Osage County. It is the story of a man facing his changing life at age 50. Pass Over, by
Antoinette Nwandu opens in Steppenwolf’s Upstairs Theatre on May 25. It is described as a bold,
incendiary riff on Waiting for Godot, set in the ‘hood. Across the street from Steppenwolf is The
Royal George Theatre (1641 N. Halsted, www.theroyalgeorgetheatre.com) where you can see
Spamilton. Ticket prices are well under $500. The Goodman Theatre (170 N. Dearborn,
www.goodmantheatre.org) has Charles Smith’s Objects in the Mirror. A Liberian refugee in
Australia attempts to find peace by exposing a potentially dangerous, lifelong secret. Hamilton is
at the Privatebank Theatre (18 W. Monroe) and Aladdin will be at the Cadillac Palace Theater
(151 W. Randolph) Broadway Playhouse (175 E. Chestnut, in Water Tower Place). Go to

www.chicago-theater.com for both. Shakespeare in Love is being presented at the Chicago
Shakespeare Theater (Navy Pier, www.chicagoshakes.com). If you are willing to travel out to the
‘burbs, you can see Mike Nussbaum play Albert Einstein discussing the mysterious disappearance
of his daughter in Mark St. Germain’s Relativity at Northlight Theatre (9501 Skokie Blvd, Skokie,
www.northlight.org) At age 93, Nussbaum is the nation’s oldest active member of Actors’ Equity
and is a true Chicago theater treasure.
RADIO SHOW
NPR’s popular show, Wait Wait . . . Don’t Tell Me!, is recorded live at 7:30 Thursday evenings at
the Chase Bank Auditorium (10 S. Dearborn). Tickets go on sale six weeks before the show,
starting Friday at 10:00 am Central Time. And they go fast. The show is not always recorded in
Chicago, but you can check the schedule at www.wbez.org/events/wait-wait-dont-tell-me-tickets.
That site will then direct you to www.eventbrite.com to make your purchase. Sometimes returned
tickets are available for cash sale at 6:00 pm at the door.
BASEBALL
If you want to see a rematch of the Giants - Cubs National League Division Series, you can do it at
Wrigley Field on May 22 (7:05 pm), 23 (6:05 pm), 24 (7:05 pm) and 25 (1:20 pm). The Tigers will
be on the South Side taking on the White Sox at Guaranteed Rate Field (f/k/a U.S. Cellular Field,
f/k/a Comiskey Park) on May 26, 27 and 28 (times TBA). Tickets for both parks are at
www.mlb.com.
MUSEUMS
Walking distance from the Fairmont, you will find the Art Institute of Chicago (111 S. Michigan)
with its collections of Impressionist, Post-Impressionist, 20th Century, Asian and other art. A special
treat are the Thorne Rooms, miniatures of design across time and cultures. It will feature the
exhibition Go. Through paintings, sculpture, works on paper, photographs, designed objects,
textiles, books, and films, Go reveals not only how speed has been celebrated but also how it has
been managed and resisted. Thus, as a title, Go summons both the initiation of movement—a
launch—and a kind of ongoingness.
If you are up to it, keep walking south (Lake Michigan on your left) to the Museum Campus, where
you will find the Field Museum of Natural History (1400 S. Lake Shore Dr.), with a diverse
collection that includes mummies, gems, and dinosaurs, especially Sue, the largest and most
complete T. Rex. Specimens: Unlocking the Secrets of Life will be a special exhibit of some of the
Field’s more than 30 million specimens not normally on display, some of which have long been
extinct. Next is the John G. Shedd Aquarium (1200 S. Lake Shore Dr.) with more than 22,000
aquatic animals. Special features are the Caribbean and Wild Reefs, the Abbott Oceanarium and the
Aquatic Show. Finally, the Adler Planetarium (1300 S. Lake Shore Dr.) will take you out of this
world. Three different sky theaters present shows about the universe around us.
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In the other direction, literally and figuratively, is the Museum of Contemporary Art (220 E.
Chicago). There will be a special exhibition of eight female painters in Riot Grrrls, named for the
feminist hardcore punk movement. One of those artists, Joyce Pensato, is featured with a mural Felix
and Lincoln, combining images of the famous cat and a young Illinoisan. The MCA’s regular
collection includes some of the most thought-provoking work created since 1945.
Chicago’s most popular museum is the Museum of Science and Industry (57th Street and Lake
Shore Dr.) It is a hands-on experience with interesting exhibits wherever you turn, including a model
train set that takes you from Chicago to Seattle, a working coal mine, the U-505 German submarine
captured during WWII and hatching baby chicks. It is housed in the only remaining building from
the 1893 Columbian Exposition. Nearby, on the campus of the University of Chicago, you can visit
the Oriental Institute (1155 E. 58th St.), a repository of antiquities from the Near East. Also in that
neighborhood is the DuSable Museum of African-American History (740 E. 56th Place), which
portrays the life and experiences of African-Americans in the past, present and future.
ARCHITECTURE
Chicago has a long and continuing history as an architectural center. The Devil in the White City by
Erik Larson chronicles the competition by the city’s early architects in building the 1893 Columbian
Exposition. If you arrived at O’Hare on United Airlines, you walked through one of Helmut Jahn’s
designs. To see our buildings the right way, take a tour with the Chicago Architecture Foundation
(www.architecture.org). Options include walking, Segway or boat rides. Each has an experienced
and knowledgeable docent/guide.
Barry Simon
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